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	 Twelve-year-old Agnes Atwater and her brother Dean are sent north to spend the 
summer with their grandmother, a woman neither of them have ever met. They discover 
an enormous house nestled in a wilderness full of enchantment, mystery and a secret so 
enormous, it will change their world forever. 
 When the Atwater children and their new friend Peat discover that a necklace is 
actually the missing part of a key that allows the user to open doorways between their 
world and others, they are thrust into an adult world of danger and intrigue. On one side 
is their grandmother, part of an organization responsible for mapping and guarding the 
doorways between worlds. On the other side is Cabil, a mysterious foe, who will stop at 
nothing to find the “doormaker” named in an ancient legend. As the children follow the 
destruction left in Cabil’s wake—oozing black puddles, toxic landscapes—they must 
navigate the line between good and evil.  
 In Peat, Agnes finds someone she can trust with a secret—her ability to peek into 
other people’s memories. After a confrontation with a traitor in their midst, and a series 
of adventures that lead the children into another world, Agnes discovers that she has 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	 Doormaker (legend), translated from ancient Greek. Tells of 
child with the ability to open doorways between (word scratched 
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Everyone	was	talking	at	once,	except	for	Spade,	who	wept	into	his	sleeve,	
muttering	something	about	allergies.	Hibernia’s	eyes	had	gone	wide	when	she	saw	
the	children,	and	even	wider	when	she	spotted	Claire	and	Robert	Theroux.		
Maggie	and	Peter	Atwater	looked	cheerfully	around	the	circle.	They	clearly	
had	no	idea	what	had	been	going	on	in	their	absence.	Peter	pushed	his	glasses	up	his	
nose.	“Well,	what	have	you	been	up	to	this	summer?”		
Everyone	stopped	talking.	
	“Oh,	I	imagine	there’s	so	much	to	tell	that	no	one	knows	where	to	start,”	
Hibernia	said.	
	“Well,”	Maggie	said,	“You’ll	have	to	tell	us	all	about	it	over	breakfast.”	She	led	
the	way	through	the	barn	door	into	the	kitchen.	
“Maybe	not	all	of	it,”	Hibernia	whispered	under	her	breath	as	she	followed.	
Soon,	only	Agnes,	Peat	and	Dean	were	left	outside.	Yellow	sunshine	danced	
over	the	waves	on	the	bay	like	they	were	capped	with	fire.	
	 302
“What	will	happen	now?”	Peat	asked.	“How	much	will	you	tell	them?”	
Agnes	sighed.	“I	don’t	know.	Maybe	we	can	just	go	inside	and	have	breakfast?	
I	think	I	want	life	to	feel	normal	again—even	if	it’s	only	for	a	little	while.”	
They	crossed	the	lawn	and	headed	for	the	kitchen.	Agnes	paused	in	the	
doorway,	and	turned	back.	A	light	breeze	rustled	the	treetops.	She	thought	of	how	
many	things	were	possible—things	she	couldn’t	begin	to	imagine.	Then,	she	turned	
and	looked	at	her	family	gathered	around	the	table,	laughing	and	telling	stories.	
There	will	be	time	enough	later,	Agnes	thought,	and	stepped	through	the	doorway	to	
join	them.		
	
THE	END	
	
	
		
	
	
